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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

WEBB SUES CITY OF LAREDO OVER BRIDGE 
 
AUSTIN – The dispute between Webb County and the City of Laredo over who will build the 
fifth international bridge reached new heights today as Webb County filed a lawsuit against the 
City of Laredo in State District Court in Austin, Texas.  
 
The lawsuit, styled as a Petition for Declaratory Relief, asks a Travis County District Court to 
declare that the law does not require that Webb County receive prior consent from the City of 
Laredo before constructing a bridge within the Laredo’s city limits.  
 
“We’ve had enough of the City’s stubbornness and its underhanded politicking,” said Webb 
County Judge, Louis H. Bruni, “The City of Laredo has long claimed that Webb County needs 
permission from the City to build its bridge; the City of Laredo is wrong, and we’re going to 
prove it,” said Bruni.  
 
According to Webb’s petition, the City, by resolution, maintains that it has exclusive control 
over international bridges within the city limits of Laredo, and may deny consent to Webb to 
construct an international bridge located within the corporate limits of the City. The City also 
stated by resolution that it would not grant Webb County any such consent, and so notified 
TxDOT and the Mexican Federal Government. 
 
“Although TxDOT eventually granted our bridge application, they initially disapproved it partly 
because of what the City told them,” explained Judge Bruni, “On top of that, the Mexican 
Government has told us that they are concerned over the issue of Webb’s authority to construct a 
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bridge without the City first giving its permission, and they know the City won’t give us any 
permission,” said Bruni.  
 
 In what promises to be a contested hearing, Webb County has asked the Austin Court to issue an 
order directing the City of Laredo to appear at a hearing on the first Monday after twenty (20) 
days from the date of the issuance of that order and show cause as to why Webb county’s 
petition should not be granted. 
 
“The City is wrong,” Said Judge Bruni, “They’ve really gotten in the way unfairly, and we want 
the law to solve this once and for all.”  
 
If the County’s petition is granted, it will mean that Webb may build its bridge within the city 
limits of Laredo without permission from the City. It will also mean that the Mexican 
Government may deal directly with whomever it wishes.   


